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The 24,210 kilometers of rall vhich still remsin in the DDR require approxi-
mately 38,700,000 ties. Aboutl 74 percent of these are wooden ties ~ the
reraining ?6 percent are steel. The span of life of pine ties impregnated
with conl ter 1s 27 years} that of beech and ook 1s 35 years. '

As, however, there was a shortage of eoal tar, both during and after the
war, ties had to be impregnated with salt, whieh reduces their span of life
to arproximately 15 years. -
Ten percent of the steel ties are of a type in which the spike 1s an integrel
part of the tie. The span of life of these ties is npproximitely 30 yesars.

The remaining 16 percent are of a type in which the spike is o sevarate

entity, which is welded on to the tie ifself. This latter type has only been

in use since the mid-1920s and no information is yet availsble as to its span

of 1ife,

If the DDR railways are to be kept in efficient working order, 3 1/3 percent
o# 1,300,000 ties have to be renewed annually. No ties have, however, been
reneved in the DDOR sinee 1943. The totel nurber of ties requiring renewal
iz, therefore, at present 8 x 1,300,000 10,400,000 tles,

Fror 1945 to 1949 a bere 100,000 new ties were nade available. These con=-
sisted principally of ties which had been taken up by the Russians for
reparantions, but subsequently rejected as being too badly worn.

The 1950 planned allocntion of ties to the NOR Railways was 700,000 ties.
To date apnroximetely 370,000 ties have been delivered.

Of the 10,400,000 tias, which should be replaced, approximately 400,000 have
actually been replaced. These figures do not tske into account the 4,090
kiloreters of privete and narrow-gauge lines, which are also in need of
tie replacements.

To date, Lhe DR Railunys have attemrted to replace ties from three sourcess

a. Those vhich were rejected by the Russians as bein- too badly worn to be
included in rennontions dellvariea.
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b. The 300,000 ties which have beén delivered out of a total of 700,000
for 1950.

a. Used ties taken from stretches of line which have boen for one reason
or another dismantled.
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